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Arizona Department of Environmental 
Quality (ADEQ)’s Source Water Protection 
(SWP) Program recently completed the 
SWP Plan for the Oak Creek Water 
Company water system. The purpose of 
the SWP Plan is to protect the 
community’s drinking water from 
contamination.  Any potential source of 
contamination within one-half mile of 
your drinking water wells are of the 
greatest concern since they can most 
easily become a risk to human health. 
The following recommendations from 
the SWP Plan will help ensure that the 
community’s drinking water remains 
protected for many years to come.

Recommendations for Neighbors

Speak with your neighborhood group to:

Set maintenance schedules for inspecting 
and pumping septic tanks in the area.

Keep animal waste picked up daily and 
covered, if stored. Pet waste should be 
scooped, bagged and placed in the 
garbage for disposal—not flushed down 
the toilet or left on grounds where it 
could potentially leach into 
groundwater. Few residential septic 
systems are designed to handle pet 
waste.

Collect automotive �uids for proper 
storage and disposal. Automotive �uids 
should be stored in containers designed 
for each speci�c type of �uid. Most 
automotive �uids can be disposed of at 
local auto parts stores and household 
hazardous disposal facilities or events.

Avoid using copper-based algae control 
products in local pools.

Encourage use of low-flow plumbing 
fixtures.

Recommendations for local 
Businesses

Speak with your local businesses to:

Identify potential sources of 
contamination (e.g., underground 
storage tanks, chemical storage, 
improper waste disposal). Following 
best management practices can 
significantly reduce the risk of 
contaminating source water.

FACT SHEET

Work with local authorities to post signs:
• “This is a Drinking Water 

Protection Area”
• “Do Not Dump” sign at the 

drainage basin.

Keep your SWP Plan up to date. Update 
your plan every two to three years to 
account for land use changes. Review 
the SWP areas annually for  changes in 
land use and potential sources of 
contamination.

Additional information and best 
management practices can be found 
in the Oak Creek Water Companies 
Source Water Protection Plan that 
ADEQ provided to the community.

Source Water Protection Contact 
Information

David Burchard, MBA
Hydrologist
602-771-4298
Burchard.David@azdeq.gov

Victor Scherer, PG
Hydrologist IV
602-771-4597
Scherer.Victor@azdeq.gov

ADEQ will take reasonable measures to provide access to department services to individuals with limited ability to speak, write or understand English and/or to those with disabilities. Requests 
for language interpretation, ASL interpretation, CART captioning services or disability accommodations must be made at least 48 hours in advance by contacting Ian Bingham, Title VI Nondis-
crimination Coordinator at 602-771-4322 or Bingham.Ian@azdeq.gov. Teleprinter services are available by calling 7-1-1 at least 48 hours in advance to make necessary arrangements.

ADEQ tomará las medidas razonables para proveer acceso a los servicios del departamento a personas con capacidad limitada para hablar, escribir o entender inglés y / o para personas con 
discapacidades. Las solicitudes de servicios de interpretación de idiomas, interpretación ASL, subtitulados de CART, o adaptaciones por discapacidad deben realizarse con al menos 48 horas 
de anticipación contactando a Ian Bingham, Coordinador de Anti-Discriminación del Título VI al 602-771-4322 o Bingham.Ian@azdeq.gov. Los servicios de teleimpresores están disponibles 
llamando al 7-1-1 con al menos 48 horas de anticipación para hacer los arreglos necesarios.




